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CHAPTER 7 

Child Protection and Permanency 

 

§ 63-7-1210. Department investigation of institutional abuse. 

 (A) The Department of Social Services is authorized to receive and investigate 

reports of abuse and neglect of children who reside in or receive care or 

supervision in residential institutions, foster homes, qualified residential 

treatment programs, and childcare facilities. Responsibility for investigating 

these entities must be assigned to a unit or units not responsible for selecting 

or licensing these entities. In no case does the Department of Social Services 

have responsibility for investigating allegations of abuse and neglect in 

institutions operated by the Department of Social Services. 

(E) The Department of Social Services has access to facilities for the purpose of 

conducting investigations and has authority to request and receive written 

statements, documents, exhibits, and other information pertinent to an 

investigation including, but not limited to, hospital records. The appropriate 

officials, agencies, departments, and political subdivisions of the State must 

assist and cooperate with the court and the Department of Social Services in 

furtherance of the purposes of this section. 

(F) The Department of Social Services may file with the family court an affidavit 

and a petition to support issuance of a warrant at any time during an 

investigation. The family court must issue the warrant if the affidavit and 

petition establish probable cause to believe the child is an abused or 

neglected child and that the investigation cannot be completed without 

issuance of the warrant. The warrant may authorize the department to 

interview the child, to inspect the premises of the child, to inspect the 

premise where the child may be located or may reside, and to obtain copies 

of medical, school, or other records necessary for investigation of the 

allegations of abuse or neglect. 


