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South Carolina DSS

Child Care Services
Child Care Licensing & Regulatory

Fire & Life Safety Office
“Records and Reports”

Questions 7 - 12
For Educational Child Care Facilities
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Review the questions answered by inspectors 
in the “Records and Reports” section of the 
DSS Child Care Inspection Reports.
cover typical application of code requirements 
for child care.

Presentation is designed to:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening thoughts:
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cover all aspects of each code 
requirement.
cover Child Care Licensing regulations.
provide case by case interpretations

Presentation is not 
designed to:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening thoughts:
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Preparing for Fire Inspections

• Review all required paperwork. For example: 
inspection reports, fire plans, fire drills, etc.

• Follow-up on the deficiencies identified and 
document that the deficiencies are corrected.

• Do a WALK THROUGH
• Check fire extinguishers, dietary hoods, 

emergency lights, etc.
• If you have questions, ASK!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This should include fire alarm inspection reports, fire drill reports, sprinkler system inspections, hood system inspections, disaster/fire plans and documentation of training on those plans.



  Follow-up on deficiencies identified in above.  If something was reported in the fire alarm inspection report, you need to document corrective action and show it was finished.  If not, this can cause a write-up. 



A walk through should be thorough.  Not just a matter of going through the steps.  Look from top to bottom, left to right.  Be observant!  Open doors, look behind them, look for extension cords, door wedges and other things that should not be there.  Don’t become complacent. 



Self-explanatory…call vendor, call fire marshal, etc.



Do monthly quick checks on extinguishers (cover all steps: gauge, pin and seal, hose, inspection current, physical condition, hefting).  Monthly visual checks on hoods.  Testing of battery operated emergency lights (30 seconds monthly and 90 minutes annually)
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Preparing for Fire Inspections

• Is the staff encouraged to look for fire and 
life safety problems?

• Does the staff know how to report 
problems?

• Safety is everyone’s job!
• Who is responsible for having records 

available? Do you have more than one 
person who knows where the records are?

• Who will walk with the fire inspector?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If something is broken, how do you get it fixed?



 Are staff encouraged to look for fire and life safety violations? 



Safety IS everyone’s job!!!



Do you have a back-up person if that person is not there?



 Do you have a back-up person if that person is not there?
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Inspection Reports
• DSS Fire and Life Safety reports are 

provided to the inspected facility.
• Inspection reports contain questions that 

the fire inspector will answer.
• Inspector answers the questions that apply 

to your specific facility; therefore not all 
questions will be on every report.

• This module relates to the questions 7-12 
listed under Records and Reports.
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This module is addressing 
Records and Reports.

DSS Fire & Life Safety    
“Periodic” Inspection Report.
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“Records and Reports” 
Questions Cont. 

(Click on the question you wish to review or you may review the full session)

7.  Is the fire alarm inspected, tested, 
maintained and documented per NFPA 
72 by a SC licensed person?

8.  Are the deficiencies noted on the Fire 
Alarm Inspection report corrected?

9.  Is the sprinkler system inspected, tested, 
maintained and documented per NFPA 
25 by a SC licensed person?
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“Records and Reports” 
Questions Cont. 

(Click on the question you wish to review or you may review the full session)

10. Are the deficiencies noted on the 
Sprinkler System Inspection report 
corrected?

11. Is the hood suppression system serviced 
and maintained every 6 months by a SC 
licensed company?

12. Are the deficiencies noted on the Hood 
Suppression Inspection report/s 
corrected?
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7. Is fire alarm inspected, tested, maintained 
and documented per NFPA 72 by a SC licensed 
person?
• International Fire Code 907.20 Inspection, 

testing and maintenance. The maintenance 
and testing schedules and procedures for fire 
alarm and fire detection systems shall be in 
accordance with this section and Chapter 10 of 
NFPA 72.
• State Law requires person conducting the 

inspection, testing and maintenance be licensed by 
South Carolina.

• Inspection, testing and maintenance is required to 
be documented by a SC licensed person per NFPA 
72
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Example of NFPA 72 Form Pg. 1
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Example of NFPA 72 Form Pg. 2
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Example of NFPA 72 Form Pg. 3
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Click here to return to questions.

Example of NFPA 72 Form Pg. 4
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8. Are deficiencies noted on Fire Alarm 
Inspection report/s corrected?

• International Fire Code 907.20.5 Maintenance, inspection and 
testing. The building owner shall be responsible for ensuring that 
the fire and life safety systems are maintained in operable 
conditions at all times. The service personnel shall meet the 
qualification requirements of NFPA 72 for maintaining, inspecting 
and testing such systems. A written record shall be maintained and 
shall be made available to the fire code official.

• Deficiencies noted on the inspection and testing form are to be 
corrected.

• Person making repairs to a fire alarm system are required to be 
licensed in SC.

• Fire alarms are required to meet the code requirements that were 
applied at the time the child care center was last licensed.

• In some cases the repairs are made at the time of the inspection and 
testing. If not, the owner or designee is required to ensure the 
deficiencies noted on the inspection and testing form are corrected.
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In this example, the deficiency 
noted on the report was 
corrected during the inspection.

8. Fire Alarm deficiency 
example:

Click here to return to questions.
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9. Is Sprinkler System inspected, tested, 
maintained and documented per NFPA 25 by a SC 
licensed person?
• International Fire Code 901.6.1 Standards. Fire 

protection systems shall be inspected, tested and 
maintained in accordance with the referenced standards 
listed in Table 901.6.1.

• Table 901.6.1 requires the sprinkler be maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 25. (Monthly, Quarterly, Semiannual, 
Annual Etc.)

• International Fire Code 901.6.2 Records – requires the records 
of inspections, tests and maintenance be maintained at the 
facility.

• SC requires inspections, tests and maintenance to be 
conducted by a SC licensed company.

• Inspection and maintenance is also required for fire hydrant and 
standpipe systems.
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Click here to return to questions.
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10. Are the deficiencies noted on the sprinkler 
system inspection report/s corrected?

• International Fire Code 901.6 Inspection, testing and 
maintenance. Fire detection, alarm and extinguishing systems 
shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times, and 
shall be replaced or repaired where defective. Nonrequired fire 
protection systems and equipment shall be inspected, tested and 
maintained or removed.

• Deficiencies noted on the inspection and testing form are to be 
corrected.

• Person making repairs to a sprinkler system are required to be 
licensed by SC.

• In some cases the repairs are made at the time of the inspection and 
testing. If not, the owner or designee is required to ensure the 
deficiencies noted on the inspection and testing form are corrected.
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Example from NFPA 25

Click here to return to questions.
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11. Is hood suppression system serviced and 
maintained every 6 months by a SC licensed 
company?
• International Fire Code 904.11.6.4 Extinguishing 

system service. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems 
shall be serviced at least every 6 months and after 
activation of the system. Inspection shall be by a 
qualified individual, and a certificate of inspection shall 
be forwarded to the fire code official upon completion.

• Service is required to be conducted by a SC licensed company 
and permitted person.

• Service is to be documented.
• System is to be tagged.
• System is to be checked monthly by a qualified employee and 

documented on the tag.
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Kitchen Hood
System Tag

Click here to return to questions.

xxxx 
xxxx 
xxxx 
xxxx

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See NFPA 96 and IFC 904.11
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12. Are deficiencies noted on hood 
suppression inspection report/s corrected?

• International Fire Code 901.6 Inspection, testing and 
maintenance. Fire detection, alarm and extinguishing systems 
shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times, and 
shall be replaced or repaired where defective. Nonrequired fire 
protection systems and equipment shall be inspected, tested and 
maintained or removed.

• Not all Hood System Reports will look the same.
• Deficiencies noted on the “Hood System Report” are to be corrected.
• Person making repairs are to be with a SC licensed company and 

have a SC permit.
• In some cases the repairs are made at the time of the inspection and 

testing. If not, the owner or designee is required to ensure the 
deficiencies noted on the inspection and testing form are corrected.
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Name of Service Company 
and Facility Name and 
Address in this area.

Deficiencies typically 
noted here.

Click here to return to questions.
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SC DSS Child Care Licensing
• Central Office 800-556-7445

803-898-9020
• Region I – Greenville 800-637-8550

864-250-5576
• Region II – Columbia 888-202-1469

803-898-9001
• Region III- Charleston 800-260-0211

843-953-9780
• Region IV – Florence 800-464-9138

843-661-6623
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Fire Code Questions

• Contact SCDSS CCL Fire & Life Safety 
Office @ (803) 898-9020 or 800-556-7445

– You may ask for a Fire & Life Safety Inspector 
for code questions.
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Resources

•• http://www.nfpa.orghttp://www.nfpa.org 
National Fire Protection Association

•• http://www.iccsafe.orghttp://www.iccsafe.org 
International Code Council

Restart Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the State Fire Marshal website you can download copies of policy memos and other useful information



NFPA site offers training opportunities, code books and standards



ICC site offers training, code books and more

http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.iccsafe.org/
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