
 
  

CDC Releases Updated Guidance for Child Care Providers 
  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released a resource for child care 
providers, Guidance for Operating Child Care Programs during COVID-19. CDC is also 
releasing new Toolkits for Child Care Programs. These resources provide information to help 
child care professionals protect children, their families, and staff members; slow the spread of 
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic; and keep children healthy. The Guidance 
for Operating Child Care Programs during COVID-19 resource includes the following 
information: 
  

•        Recommendations for the consistent implementation of a combination of strategies to 

reduce the spread of COVID-19 in child care programs, including staying home when 
sick, wearing a mask that covers the mouth and nose, practicing physical distancing, 

avoiding poorly ventilated indoor spaces, frequently washing your hands, cohorting, and 
regularly and consistently cleaning and disinfecting facilities 

•        Updated language regarding vaccinations for child care staff  

•        Additional guidance on recognizing the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 in children 

•        Updated considerations to support children with special health care 
needs and disabilities and people at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 

•        Updated guidance on food service and the use of outdoor playgrounds and play spaces. 

  
These CDC resources update the existing guidance and align with CDC’s Operational Strategy 
for K–12 Schools through Phased Mitigation. The guidance and toolkits are intended for all 
types of child care programs, including child care centers, family child care homes, and other 
child care programs. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-schools-faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/children-with-special-healthcare-needs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/children-with-special-healthcare-needs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-disabilities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
mailto:occ@acf.hhs.gov
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ


  
If this email announcement was forwarded to you and you would like to join our email list, please subscribe here. 
  
The text, accompanying graphic artwork, and/or attachments in this email comply with the Section 508 Amendment to 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
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