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The Child Care Scholarship Program,
supported by the South Carolina
Department of Social Services (DSS),
makes child care more affordable for
families so parents can work, attend
school or training.

How does a household qualify?

To be eligible for a SC Working Families Child Care
Scholarship:

1. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must have a child or
children between birth and 12 years of age.

2. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must:

» work at least 15 hours per week or attend
school or a training program

» have a gross income at or below 85% of the
state median income level; for a family of four,
this would be up to $76,272 annually.

Scholarships for child care are also available
to support children ages 13 to 18 in certain
circumstances: those who have disabilities,
developmental delays or who are in foster care.
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INCOME GUIDELINES
FOR SC WORKING FAMILIES
CHILD CARE SCHOLARSHIPS

Family Gross Family Income Limit
e MONTHLY ANNUAL
1 $0 - $3,305 $0 - $39,660
2 80 - $4,322 $0 - $51,864
3 $0 - $5,339 S0 - $64,068
4 S0 - $6,356 $0 - $76,272
5 80 - $7,372 80 - $88,464
6 S0 - $8,389 80 - $100,668
7 $0 - $8,580 80 - $102,960

How much support is available?

The scholarship amount your household is eligible
for can vary, but will be determined by factors
including your provider’s tuition rate, their ABC
Quality level and your child’s age. A scholarship may
cover all or some of your child care costs.

Where can this funding be used?

If your household qualifies and is approved, tuition will
be paid directly to your child care provider for up to 52

weeks. Only licensed, registered or exempt providers

enrolled in ABC Quality are eligible to receive payments.

Why only ABC Quality providers?

ABC Quality is the state’s voluntary quality rating and
improvement system, administered by the Division of
Early Care and Education at the SC Department of
Social Services (DSS). ABC Quality staff review
participating providers to ensure they meet or
exceed program standards.

Are there other categories of
scholarships for child care?

Yes. Funding to offset the cost of child care is
available through other programs and categories
such as TANF, homeless, dual language learners,
and others. For more information on these
programs, contact the Child Care Operations
Center at (800) 476-0199.
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